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GROWTH SITES PLANNING APPEAL DISMISSED BY SECRETARY OF STATE

The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government has today (26 February) dismissed the appeals relating to the planning applications for Clay Farm and Glebe Farm on Cambridge’s southern fringe.

Cambridge City Council planning policies requiring 40% affordable housing (mirrored by South Cambridgeshire District) have been upheld. The decision also means that the developer will need to contribute towards the capital costs of a library. This decision sets an important precedent not just for the growth of Cambridge, but across the country.

Between them, the two sites will provide 2,550 new homes, along with: new secondary and primary schools; community, sport and recreation facilities; local shops and public open space.
Cambridge City Council’s Executive Councillor for Climate Change and Growth, Councillor Sian Reid, said, “This decision sends out a clear and decisive message to developers that Cambridge will not tolerate half measures when it comes to building new settlements in our city. Affordable housing is desperately needed in Cambridge but without a firm commitment from developers to meet targets, planning applications will be rejected. Only when we get the balance right will be able to deliver sustainable communities of which we can be proud."

Councillor David Bard, South Cambridgeshire District Council's portfolio holder for New Communities, said, "The Secretary of State's dismissal of this appeal is very good news for South Cambridgeshire and Cambridge. This a decision of national importance which has implications for all growth areas and reinforces the principle that providing affordable housing should not be compromised during the current economic downturn."

Cambridgeshire County Councillor Roy Pegram, Cabinet Member for Growth, Infrastructure and Strategic Planning, said, "This is good news for Cambridgeshire and nationally as well. Anyone living in Cambridge or trying to buy a home in the area knows that housing prices can rival those in London and can force our children to have to move away from the area. That is why, when we agree the planning of new communities, affordable homes must make up a large percentage of that housing. These homes are vital for people on low incomes or for those who provide key jobs and for young families and to help pull our economy out of recession. I hope the developer will accept that high levels of affordable housing are a must for sites such as this and move forward on that basis."

- Ends -

Notes for editors

1. The Joint Development Control Committee for the Cambridge Fringes - which comprises councillors from Cambridge City Council, South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridgeshire County Council - gave outline planning permission, subject to legal (Section 106) agreements with the developer, for Clay Farm in May 2008 and for Glebe Farm in October 2008.

2. Negotiations took place with the developer, Countryside Properties, over the financial contributions towards the new developments in the context of the economic downturn. However, the developer submitted the planning appeals in May 2009 on the grounds of 'non-determination. The planning inquiry took place in late September and October 2009.
3. Clay Farm is situated on land between Long Road and Shelford Road in Cambridge. The main features of the planning application are: 2,300 homes including 40% affordable housing; a new secondary and primary schools; community, sport and recreation facilities; local shops; public open space including allotments; roads, footpaths, cycleways and crossings of Hobson’s Brook.

4. Glebe Farm is located on land east of Hauxton Road, north of Addenbrooke’s Access Road and south of Bishop’s Road in Cambridge. Its main features are: 300 homes including 40% affordable housing; open space including allotments; and landscaping and access from Addenbrooke’s Access Road.

5. When Countryside Properties originally applied for planning approval, it actually made two sets of applications for both Clay Farm and Glebe Farm, which is common practice. This means that, whilst there has been an appeal on one set of applications, another set of applications for Clay Farm and Glebe Farm is still in place. Negotiations have continued between the councils and the developer during the planning appeal process.

6. The local authorities in Cambridgeshire are working in partnership with Cambridgeshire Horizons (the local delivery vehicle) and the Homes & Communities Agency to ensure a coherent and comprehensive response to the diverse challenges of creating sustainable communities.
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