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Background

The Cambridge and Peterborough Structure Plan, which was formally adopted on 22 October 2003, sets the demanding and challenging target of creating around 60,000 new homes.  

One of the main features of the Structure Plan is that it concentrates housing growth in a small number of large developments.  As a result, most of the developments will require new schools to be established to serve the newly created communities.  

There are five major areas of planned housing development close to and adjoining the City.  These are the new town of Northstowe, and the Cambridge Fringe developments: the Southern Fringe, the North West Fringe, Northern Fringe East and Cambridge East.  

The focus of this document is the educational provision being planned for the Cambridge Southern Fringe which comprises four areas of development:

· Clay Farm/Showground on land to the south and east of Trumpington

· Glebe Farm on land to the south of Trumpington

· Trumpington Meadows on land adjoining the Trumpington Park and Ride

· The Bell School site which is to the east of Addenbrooke’s  

The vision for the Southern Fringe, as articulated in the South Cambridgeshire Area Action Plan is that it “will be a modern, high quality, vibrant and distinctive urban extension to Trumpington which will complement and enhance the character of the City.”

This document provides:

· Information on the existing educational provision in Trumpington and the surrounding area.

· Forecasts for the number of children and young people who are expected to live in the planned development areas.

· Information on the number and type of new educational facilities, which we feel need to be provided to serve these new developments.

· Information on the statutory process, which all local authorities must follow in order to establish new schools.

· The opportunity for comment and feedback on our plans for new schools and changes to existing provision.



Current Educational Provision

Cambridgeshire County Council is the local children’s services authority with responsibility for the planning and provision of education and childcare places, including the establishment of new schools. 

Early Years and Childcare


Under the Childcare Act 2006, local authorities have a duty to secure a prescribed amount of free early years provision (integrated education and care) for children in their area.  The entitlement is currently 12.5 hours per week for 38 weeks per year, to be taken in 2.5-hour sessions.  This is set to increase to 15 hours per week from 2010.

In Cambridgeshire, the majority of children attend non-maintained settings such as pre-schools and day care centres for their early years entitlement.  

In Trumpington, the authority has maintained nursery class provision at Fawcett Primary School.  Queen Edith Primary School, the school closest to the Bell School development also has maintained nursery class provision.   Homerton Nursery School and Children’s Centre is the maintained nursery school closest to Trumpington.  It provides a range of services to children aged 2-5 and their families.   In addition, there is a range of early years and childcare available through private, voluntary and independent providers in Cambridge and the surrounding area.

Primary Provision

Fawcett Primary School currently serves Trumpington.  With its nursery class, the school provides education for children in the 3-11 age range.

Queen Edith Primary School serves an area in the south of the City around Addenbrooke’s.  With its nursery class, the school provides education for children in the 3-11 age range.

Secondary and Post-16 Provision

There are six secondary schools in Cambridge:

Chesterton Community College

Coleridge Community College

Manor Community College

The Netherhall School, an 11-18 school

Parkside Community College

St Bede’s Inter-church voluntary aided School, which serves a wide area

Netherhall School is currently the designated secondary school for children living in Trumpington.  Some children from Trumpington are eligible for free transport to Netherhall School as the distance between their homes and the school is greater than the 3 mile statutory walking distance.



Parental preference options are not limited to the maintained schools in the City, but include the necklace Village Colleges of Bottisham, Comberton, Impington and Sawston, as well as the independent sector.   

In addition to the sixth form at Netherhall School, there are four post-16 learning providers in the Cambridge area:

Cambridge Regional College

Hills Road Sixth Form College

Long Road Sixth Form College

Impington Village College.  Like Netherhall, Impington is an 11-18 school maintained by the local Authority.

All the secondary schools in Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire maintained by the local authority are part of the Cambridge Area 14-19 Partnership.

Housing Development and Demographic Forecasts

The total number of dwellings planned is 4,030: 1,200 on Trumpington Meadows, 2,300 on Clay Farm/Showground, 230 on Glebe Farm and 300 on the Bell School site.

By 2021, when all the planned developments are expected to be complete, the County Council’s forecasts indicate that they will house around:

460 children aged 0-3

940 children aged 4-11

650 young people aged 11-15

400 young people age 16-18

The forecasts suggest a slower build up of secondary-aged pupils and post-16 students.  

The Local Authority’s planned response to meeting the education needs of the Cambridge Southern Fringe
Early Years and Childcare

The government’s Ten Year Strategy for Childcare set local authorities the challenging target of establishing a children’s centre providing services to children aged 0-5 and their families in every community.  Each children’s centre is expected to serve around 800 children.

As indicated above, there will be significant additional demand for early years and childcare services resulting from the planned Southern Fringe developments.   



In response, the local authority plans to establish a children’s centre at Fawcett Primary School.  This will complement and extend the early years education and childcare provision for children and families, which is currently available at the school. 

Primary Education

The authority’s policy is to:

· Establish all-through primary schools serving the 4-11 age range.

· Admit children to Reception in the September following their fourth birthday

· Build primary schools as either 210 places, with an intake of 30 children into Reception, or 420 places, with an intake of 60 children into Reception, where possible.

· For primary schools to serve a defined catchment area. 

· To provide community rooms and facilities for use by pre-school and early years providers, and for activities such as out-of-school and breakfast clubs. 

Where possible, the schools will be built in two phases, the first phase providing for 

210 children, the second phase taking the schools to their final operational capacity, which will usually be 420 places.  

Trumpington Meadows

The local authority plans to establish a school in Trumpington Meadows specifically to serve this development. 

Forecast pupil data based on the planned development size of 1,200 dwellings, suggest that the number of children aged 4-11 who will live in this development will be in between the local authority’s preferred models of 210 and 420 place primary schools.   

The local authority has negotiated the provision of a site of a size sufficient for a 420-place primary school. 


The Clay Farm/Showground and Glebe Farm developments

The authority has identified the need to increase the size of Fawcett Primary School from its current operational capacity of 240 places to 420 places.  Existing facilities at the school will also be enhanced and upgraded.  

Forecast pupil data suggest that the number of children aged 4-11 who will live in the developments will require the authority to establish a second 420-place primary schools in the southern part of the development. 



Bell School 

This much smaller development will not require a new school.  The authority proposes to make Queen Edith Primary School, the closest school to the development, the designated catchment school for children aged 4-11. 

Secondary Education

There is a mixed pattern of 11-16 and 11-18 schools in Cambridgeshire.  

The Authority’s policy is that any new secondary schools it establishes should serve the 11-16 age range, unless the best option for securing additional post-16 capacity in response to demographic growth is identified as the provision of an 11-18 school.

The local authority plans to establish a new 11-16 secondary school in the Southern Fringe in the Clay Farm/Showground site.  This would become the designated secondary school for Trumpington, and as such, the partner secondary school for Fawcett Primary School (in place of Netherhall School) and the two new schools it is planned to establish in Trumpington Meadows and Clay Farm/Showground.  It would not serve the Bell School site.  Netherhall School, which is the partner secondary school for Queen Edith Primary School would become the designated catchment school for young people aged 11-18 living in the Bell School development.   

The new school will be an extended school providing a varied menu of activities such as homework clubs and study support, sport, and special interest clubs.  Its accommodation will also be available for community interest groups.

The school will provide the main indoor and outdoor sports centre for Trumpington with facilities available for the school, and a range of other users including sports clubs and pay and play participants.  The accommodation will comprise a sports hall, large fitness suite, gym and dance/aerobics space, and outdoor floodlit multi-use games area.  

The sports centre will be available to the community during evenings and weekends as well as school holidays; also with some day-time access as appropriate.

The local authority has negotiated a site in the northern part of the Clay Farm/Showground development of a size sufficient to provide a 750-place school in due course.

Post-16 Provision

The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) has responsibility for the planning and provision of post-16 education.  



The planned new secondary school would join the Cambridge Area 14-19 Partnership, providing students who wish to continue their education post-16 with the opportunity to progress to one of the five existing post-16 providers, who between them offer a wide range of academic and vocational learning opportunities.

Funding

The Authority’s officers are in the process of negotiating S106 agreements with the developers in consultation with the City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council.  Negotiations are being undertaken on the basis of freehold provision of the sites for educational facilities and for the capital cost of the buildings required.  

Commuted payments are being sought for the required expansion of post 16 provision to take account of the need to increase capacity in response to this and other substantial housing developments in the Cambridge Sub-Region.

When would new schools need to be established?

Using information from the developers on housing trajectories and building plans, the Authority needs to:

· Open the Trumpington Meadows Primary School by September 2010 

· Increase the size of Fawcett Primary School by September 2011 

· Open the Southern Fringe secondary school by September 2012, when we would expect there to be around 170 11-15 year olds requiring school places.  This reflects the need for a sufficiently sized pupil population to be able to offer a broad and balanced curriculum.  

What is the process for establishing new schools?

The Education Act 2005 placed a requirement on local authorities to invite other potential promoters to enter into a competition to provide any new secondary schools they planned to establish, or where they planned to provide replacements for existing secondary schools.

The Education and Inspections Act 2006 extended the competition requirement to include new primary and special schools.  

The main steps in the competition process are:


1. Awareness-raising and consultation undertaken by the local authority in respect of the need to establish a new school.  


Government guidance is that local authorities should hold at least one public meeting.  

A main element of the consultation will be the outline specification for the new school, which will form the basis on which bids from promoters to establish the new school will be invited and, ultimately, judged.  


The specification must include details of the proposed site, the area or particular community the school is expected to serve, transport details (where  applicable), the number of pupils for whom education is to be provided, an indication of the preferred specialism of the school (where applicable), any extended services required, and the estimated capital costs.
 

2. The Authority considers the feedback from the consultation and revises its specification as appropriate.  Where in the course of consultation, a new option emerges which the Authority wishes to consider (eg alternative site), this could result in the need to undertake further consultation before proceeding to publish the specification for the school.

3. Publication of a specification for the new school.  This forms the invitation to enter the competition (Stage 1 publication).  Anyone who wishes to establish the new school has 4 months from the publication of the invitation to enter the competition to submit their proposals to the local Authority.  


4. The Authority publishes details of the bids received within 3 weeks of the end of the 4 month invitation to competition period. (Stage 2 publication.)  Anyone who wishes to do so has then 6 weeks to comment upon or object to the proposals.

Within 2 weeks of the Stage 2 publication, the Authority must hold at least one public meeting to provide information on the proposals received and the arrangements for objections and comments.


5. At the end of the 6 week, Stage 2 publication period, the Authority must either take a decision on which proposal it will approve for implementation, or refer the matter to a government appointed School Adjudicator for decision.  The Authority must take the latter course of action if it is proposing to establish the school, even if it is the only promoter, or in cases where a foundation school is proposed and the Authority is a member of the foundation, appoints a member of the foundation or has voting rights on the foundation.  


6. Implementation in line with the information published in the Stage 2 notice, subject to any modification agreed by the Authority or the School Adjudicator.

As a guide, it takes a year to design and a year to build a primary school, and two years to design and two years to build a secondary school.  With the anticipated need to have the Trumpington Meadows Primary School open by September 2010, the authority will need to proceed with detailed design of the school in advance of knowing the outcome of the competition process if it is to ensure that it has educational provision in place for the first families who move into this new community.  



Southern Fringe New School Competition Specifications

The outline specifications for the Trumpington Meadows Primary School and the Southern Fringe secondary school are attached.  

We would welcome comments and feedback on these specifications in advance of the launch of competitions for these new schools. A feedback form is attached for this purpose.  Alternatively, you can write to Hazel Belchamber, Head of Infrastructure, Children and Young People’s Services at ELH1505, Castle Court, Shire Hall, Cambridge CB3 OAP, or email hazel.Belchamber@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

In addition, a public meeting will be held on  Wednesday 6 February 2008 at the Cambridge Professional Development Centre, Foster Road, Cambridge 7.00 – 9.00 pm where you will have the opportunity to meet officers from the Authority and discuss the proposals in more detail.

The deadline for receipt of written comments is 8 February 2008.




Competition for the Establishment of

Trumpington Meadows Primary School

 Outline Specification

School Location

Address: The Trumpington Meadows development area in the Cambridge Southern Fringe on a site adjacent to the Park and Ride.   
Single site / split site:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Area/community school expected to serve: The school is required to serve the newly created Trumpington Meadows community on the south western edge of Cambridge.  
Local Authority interest: Any local authority interest in the site, buildings or premises of the school would transfer to the school's trustees, foundation body or governing body on the establishment of the school.

Opening Arrangements

Expected opening date: September 2010
Stages 1: 210 places September 2010 

Stage 2:  300 places September 2013

Stage 3:  



Pupil Profile 

No. of school places: 210 places in 2010/11, 300 places 2013/14 


Lower age limit: 4 Upper age limit: 11
No. of early years places: N/A However, there will be facilities available for the provision of early years education on the school site.  In addition, children and families will have access to the children’s centre to be established at Fawcett Primary School, Trumpington. 
 

No. of boarding places: N/A
Admission Numbers:

In September 2010, 30 places in Reception and all year groups.


All schools are required to abide by the Codes of Practice on Admissions and Admission Appeals, the Authority’s co-ordinated scheme for admissions and its In-Year Fair Access Protocol
Gender of pupils:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Gender of pupils at sixth form: N/A

Preferred specialism: N/A

Extended Services: A varied menu of activities has to be on offer, such as homework clubs and study support, sport, special interest clubs and activities.  The school will need to provide community access to the school buildings. 

The school will be expected to provide access to childcare, on the school site or through other local providers (with supervised transfer arrangements where appropriate) 8am – 6pm, five days a week, 48 weeks a year, in accordance with its community’s needs.      
Provision for special educational needs:  The school will be expected to serve all children in the local area for whom mainstream education is considered appropriate.  
Home to School Transport

The school will be accessible to young people walking and cycling to school.  No pupil is expected to have to travel more than 2 miles to get to school.  Home to school/college transport will only be provided, therefore, in line with the County Council’s Home to School/College Transport policy, for example where:

It is stipluated in a pupil's statement of special educational needs; or  

The child has a medical need which makes it essential for them to be provided with transport to and from school.
Funding Arrangements 

The Authority’s officers are in the process of negotiating S106 agreements with the developers in consultation with the City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council.  Negotiations are being undertaken on the basis of freehold provision of sites for educational facilities and for the capital cost of the buildings required.  The County Council will fund the school in line with its agreed LMS formula.

Contact Details

Name: Hazel Belchamber
Address: Box ELH1505, Castle Court, Castle Hill, Cambridge, CB3 0AP

Competition for the Establishment of

Southern Fringe Community College
 Outline School Specification

School Location

Address: The Clay Farm/Showground development area in the Cambridge Southern Fringe on a site north of Fawcett Primary School and south of Long Road.  
Single site / split site:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Area/community school expected to serve: The school is required to serve the existing Trumpington community and the housing developments of Clay Farm/Showground, Trumpington Meadows and Glebe Farm on the south western edge of Cambridge.  

Local Authority interest: Any local authority interest in the site, buildings or premises of the school would transfer to the school's trustees, foundation body or governing body on the establishment of the school.

Opening Arrangements

Expected opening date: September 2012
Stages 1: September 2012, 600 places (4 forms of entry)
Stage 2: September 2021, 750 places (5 forms of entry)
Stage 3:

Potential promoters will need to consider and plan for the provision of high quality education for young people aged 11-16 prior to the school’s opening. 

Pupil Profile

No. of school places: 600 places initially, but providing for 750 students in due course.  The timing of the provision of additional places to be determined based on housing trajectories and pupil forecasts. 

Lower age limit: 11 Upper age limit: 16
No. of early years places: N/A 


No. of sixth form places: N/A The school would join the Cambridge Area 14-19 Partnership, providing students who wish to continue their education post-16 with the opportunity to progress to one of the five existing post-16 providers, who between them offer a wide range of academic and vocational learning opportunities.

No. of boarding places: N/A
Admission Numbers: 120 in 2012, rising to 150 in line with projected growth in pupil numbers
All schools are required to abide by the Codes of Practice on Admissions and Admission Appeals, the Authority’s co-ordinated scheme for admissions and its In-Year Fair Access Protocol.
Gender of pupils:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Gender of pupils at sixth form: N/A

Preferred specialism: Yet to be determined in consultation with existing schools.  

Extended Services: A varied menu of activities has to be on offer, such as homework clubs and study support, sport, special interest clubs and activities.  The school will need to provide community access to the school buildings including youth organisations/services and access to adult learning programmes. 

It will also provide the main indoor and outdoor sports centre for Trumpington with facilities available for the school and a range of other users including sports clubs and pay and play participants.  The accommodation will comprise a sports hall, large fitness suite, gym and dance/aerobics space and outdoor floodlit multi-use games area for a range of sports.    

The sports centre will be available to the community during evenings and weekends as well as school holidays; also with some day-time access as appropriate. 

The school will be expected to provide access to childcare, on the school site or through other local providers (with supervised transfer arrangements where appropriate) 8am – 6pm, five days a week, 48 weeks a year, in accordance with its  community’s needs.      
Provision for special educational needs: The school will be expected to serve all children in the local area for whom mainstream education is considered appropriate.  There will be on-site provision for secondary-aged pupils who have behaviour problems and/or attendance problems who are at risk of exclusion and who would, under other circumstances, be educated in one of the authority's Pupil Referral Units.
Home to School Transport

The school will be accessible to young people walking and cycling to school.  No pupil is expected to have to travel more than 3 miles to get to school.  Home to school/college transport will only be provided, therefore, in line with the County Council’s Home to School/College Transport policy, for example where:

It is stipluated in a pupil's statement of special educational needs; or  

The child has a medical need which makes it essential for them to be provided with transport to and from school.
Funding Arrangements

The Authority’s officers are in the process of negotiating S106 agreements with the developers in consultation with South Cambridgeshire District Council.  Negotiations are being undertaken on the basis of provision of freehold sites for educational facilities and for the capital costs of the building required.

The County Council will fund the school in line with its agreed LMS formula.

Commuted payments are being sought for the required expansion of post 16 provision to take account of the need to increase capacity in response to this and other substantial housing developments in the Cambridge Sub-Region.

Contact Details



Name: Hazel Belchamber
Address: Box ELH1505, Castle Court, Castle Hill, Cambridge, CB3 0AP



SOUTHERN FRINGE

EDUCATIONAL PROVISION 

CONSULTATION ON PROVISION OF PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL PROVISION

COMMENT   SHEET

NAME: ___________________________________


ADDRESS: ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please indicate if you are a 

MEMBER OF STAFF

GOVERNOR

PARENT OF A SCHOOL CHILD

PARENT OF A YOUNGER CHILD

OTHER MEMBER OF COMMUNITY

PUPIL

COMMENT YOU WISH TO MAKE



please continue overleaf if you wish to


Comments should be sent to:

Hazel Belchamber

Children’s Services

Box ELH1505

Castle Court

Shire Hall 

Cambridge CB3 0AP

to arrive by 8 February 2008.  Thank you.

Or email to hazel.belchamber@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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